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Research Week
The Research Week was organised on 12–14 July 2017 with participants from the following
tertiary institutions:
Mauritius Institute of Education
University of Mauritius
Université des Mascareignes
Mahatma Gandhi Institute
Charles Telfair Institute
Middlesex University, Mauritius Branch
The research week was launched by Dr O. N. Varma, Director, and a keynote address related to
the contribution of research to professional enrichment was delivered by Professor S. Nair,
Executive Director of the Tertiary Education Commission.
The sessions were attended by 77 staff, and were comprised of the following:
Research article recently published paper in an International Journal
Completed MIE-funded research projects
Research papers
On-going MIE-funded research projects
Forum with Rectors of secondary schools – Rector’s Voice in Education
Workshop on data analysis NVivo software
During the three days, colleagues had the opportunity to showcase their research engagements and
also to respond to stimulating and challenging questions from the audience. Furthermore, the
discussions with Rectors (Rector’s Voice in Education) have been very fruitful. A number of
pertinent issues have been raised and these would have to be addressed in our teacher education
programmes and they also provide scope for further research. An interactive workshop on the
NVivo software was organised to enable participants to develop the appropriate skills in coding of
qualitative data, emanating from interviews.
This report, therefore, offers insights into the various activities organised during the research week
through summaries of the individual sessions.

Professor Y. Ramma
Chair, Research
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Contributors to 2017 MIE Research Week
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Prof Yashwant Ramma - Chair, Research Unit
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Day 1 - Morning session

Launching Ceremony
The morning session included the following items:






Welcome Address by Professor Yashwant Ramma, Chair, Research Unit
Professor Ramma highlighted the importance of research in academia and that it should be
related to teaching and learning for quality output.
Address by Dr. Om Nath Varma, Director
Dr Varma emphasized the research impetus at the MIE and the fact that staff members should
maintain a good balance between teacher education, curriculum development and research.
Keynote Address by Professor Sid Nair, Executive Director, Tertiary Education
Commission
Professor Nair made an insightful presentation of his career pathway showing how research
played a key role in helping him attain the set objectives. He stated that research is part and
parcel of one’s day to day living, and thus part of one’s job. Academic institutions prosper
because there is more thirst for the unknown and staff engaged in research definitely brings
quality in their engagements in every of their academic and personal endeavours. He
emphasized the need for research to form an integral part of one’s professional career and as
well in one’s personal life.
He also highlighted that TEC has come up with schemes for the promotion of research in
tertiary institutions.
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Presentation by Dr S. Payneeandy
The presentation springs from the completed MIE-funded research project entitled “Problembased Learning (PBL) in Teacher Education: An Action Research”.
Dr S. Payneeandy (Principal Investigator)
Mrs A. Mosaheb.
The research aimed at investigating teaching and learning in higher education, focusing on teacher
education. Two teacher educators from the Mauritius Institute of Education (MIE) explored
different ways of making learning more meaningful for their students through the implementation
of problem-based learning (PBL). In the course of an Action Research (AR), PBL was
implemented in the running of a module for a
cohort of trainee teachers studying for a Teachers’
Diploma in Primary Education (TDP). The AR was
carried out through two cycles. Data was gathered
through a variety of mostly qualitative research
tools such as observation of group work,
assessment of oral presentation, exit slips, feedback
questionnaires, assessment of coursework, group
interviews, and class observation. The research has
confirmed that PBL is a powerful tool to enable trainee teachers to construct a satisfactory level of
understanding of the different pedagogical theories, concepts and constructs thereby enabling
meaningful learning through the trainee teachers’ own construction of knowledge through
cooperation with their peers and research work while being supported by their tutors. PBL as an
approach not only allowed the trainee teachers to take ownership of their learning but also allowed
them to develop their problem solving, social and collaborative skills. The PBL process also
contributed to the professional development of the teacher educators who gained insight into the
process of teaching and learning in higher education. Nonetheless, further research is required to
understand to what extent trainees would be able to transfer what they have learned to classroom
situations.

Presentation by Professor Y. Ramma and Dr. A. Bholoa
Teaching and learning physics using technology: Making a case for the affective domain
Prof. Y. Ramma
Dr A. Bholoa
Prof. M. Watts
Dr P. Nadal
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Even though its importance is underscored in many research pursuits, attention to the affective
domain in learning is often neglected at the expense of cognitive development in students studying
science, in particular physics. In the paper the authors proposed a novel framework, the
pedagogical technological integrated medium (PTIM) founded on the TPACK model, that builds
on the existing premises of pedagogy, content/contextual knowledge and technology to admit the
affective domain where these three premises intersect with
each other. The PTIM framework is operationalized through a
multi-loop model that explores the affective dimension as an
overarching space for interaction among learners, teachers and
parents through a series of stages encapsulating home tasks, as
well as classroom and out-of-school activities. The authors
demonstrated from case studies (exploratory and evaluative),
within the qualitative paradigm, that a succinct
synchronisation of these various interactive elements promotes
knowledge construction founded on the affective domain in
terms of motivation, interest and values and their interrelationships.
The paper which has been published in the Journal Education Inquiry in June 2017by Taylor and
Francis is available at: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/20004508.2017.1343606

Day 1 – Afternoon session
Rectors’ Voice in Education
Professor Ramma explained the purpose of the ‘Rector’s Voice’ forum to the rectors. The forums
were held on two different occasions - Private Secondary School Rectors – 12 July 2017; State
Secondary School Rectors – 18 July 2017.
Imperial College, Presidency College, Patten (Girls), MGI, Forest side SSS (Boys), Ebene SSS
(Girls),Beau Bassin SSS, Camp de Masque State College, Forest side SSS (Girls), Floreal SSS
(Boys)
The aim of the forums was intended to provide the Research Unit with the opportunity of
understanding and exploring the challenges that Rectors encounter while fulfilling their
administrative duties in secondary schools. In the course of the discussion, any gaps in the multifold interactions among the stakeholders, namely Rector-Teacher- Parent-Student were identified
as these will help to establish a dialogue with Rectors and eventually pave the way to the
identification of areas for targeted field-research and problem-solving research. This,
consequently, will open up avenues for innovation in Teacher Education.
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The following issues were raised by the rectors:



















Class size is a big issue that complicates the adoption of learner centered strategies. Some
classes may contain up to 40 students and questions were raised as to how learner centered
strategies could be applied for such a large number of students.
In some schools where the class size is small, better performance can be noted.
Teachers prefer to dictate notes to students although they have completed a pedagogical
course.
Private schools, in general, have an intake of low achieving students and this also further
complicate matters. For large size classrooms, how can differentiated strategies be applied?
In the languages, some teachers use learner centered strategies and the classroom is lively.
There are students who are admitted to the secondary level and yet are not able to write a
single sentence in English.
Learners should be engaged in the development of critical thinking so that they are able to
manage in life. Reference was made to indiscipline and violence in schools.
During extra-curricular activities, students display creativity.
Parents want results and they keep encouraging their kids to learn by heart and teachers are
under pressure as they need to show results. Private schools are also under pressure as the
grants they receive is subject to good performance of their students.
At Form 1 (Grade 7) level, some students have difficulties to adapt to different teachers.
The transition from primary to secondary level appears to be challenging.
Parental support at secondary level is a big issue, though this may not be a problem at
primary level. Parents are usually not cooperative; they come to schools only to complain
and shy away when they are called during the open day.
Some teachers and rectors go out of their way to educate the parents, for example, about
not consuming alcoholic drinks before their children, not fighting with their spouse, etc.
Rectors’ margin for action is limited as they are submerged with administrative matters.
Teachers take vacation to give tuition and better prepare their students for examinations
instead of giving more time to their students in class.
Some heads of departments do not have pedagogical qualifications and are thus not the
best role model for their peers.

Page | 7



The departmental meetings are usually for administrative and not pedagogical matters.
Thus collaboration among teachers remains at the superficial level.
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Day 2 – Morning session - Session 1
Presentation by Dr. S. Oozeerally
Strand: Methodological Issues in Educational Research
Research Project: Vers un modèle éco-complexe des pratiques (socio) langagières dans les écoles
pré-primaires à Maurice: pistes, perspective et implications epistemologicotheoriques, didactiques, pédagogiques et politiques.
Dr S. Oozeerally (Principal Investigator) - MIE
H. Hookoomsingh - MIE
K. Peedoly - MIE
N. Pyenneeandee - MIE
K. Moteea - MIE
M. Jawaheer - MIE
Dr P. Nadal - Le Service Diocésain de l’Éducation Catholique
S. Purdasseea - MIE
C. Thondee - MIE

En adoptant une approche réflexive, les chercheurs proposent, à travers cette contribution, de faire
état de leur expérience de recherche au sein du MIE en faisant appel à une architecture
narratologique, notamment à travers le recours au schéma actanciel de Greimas. Leurs conception
de la réflexivité s’aligne sur celle de Robillard (2008b : 148) : « autoéco-hétéro traduction historicisée de la relation entretenue dans
l’action entre soi et le monde, donc l’autre […] ». En effet, le
chercheur demeure historicisé, contextualisé, etnégocie en
permanence avec ses identités ainsi que ses fonctions multiples. La
première partie est focalisée sur le projet en cours stricto-sensu, en
termes de conception, de méthodologie et de démarche. Ce projet
s’inscrit dans un mouvement paradigmatique de nature
tendanciellement réformiste dans la mesure où il s’appuie sur la
complexité, un (a)paradigme qui interroge les fondements
épistémiques et méthodologiques des paradigmes dominants. Les
sentiers ouverts par une telle démarche ainsi que les difficultés qui y
sont associées, notamment du fait que cette inscription paradigmatique est profondément
reconfiguratrice, tant sur le plan intellectuel que pratique sont présentées. La deuxième partie de
la présentation est focalisée sur l’expérience, en tant que jeunes chercheurs au MIE.
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Presentation by Dr. A. Bholoa
Strand: Methodological Issues in Educational Research
Research project: Understanding underachievement perspectives from the interrelationship among
students, teachers and rector.
Dr A. Bholoa (Principal Investigator) - MIE
S. Thapermall-Ramasawmy - MIE
A. Salehmamode - MIE
Dr A. Ramful - MIE

Underachievement in mathematics remains a concern in various countries, including Mauritius.
Through an explanatory case study, the inter-relationships among the students, teachers and Rector
is studied to present a nuanced outlook on underachievement in mathematics. Data was collected
through an in-depth interview of the Rector, focus group interviews of mathematics educators, and
Grade 9 students who are underachievers. Three emergent themes were identified: school
leadership, teachers’ attitudes and expectations,
and students’ disengagement. The Rector was
convinced that special pedagogical acts were
amenable to address underachievement and
blamed the teachers for their traditional teaching
approaches. Teachers, however, targeted a weak
school leadership and a chronic lack of
engagement of the students for the poor
performance in mathematics. In contrast, the
students believed that teachers should be more caring and attentive to their difficulties. This study
has revealed that a strong inter-relationship among students, teachers and Rector is required to
understand underachievement.

Presentation by Dr. F.B. Narod
Strand: Teaching and Learning
Research project: Innovative practices in teacher education: Understanding the roles of subject
matter experts (SMEs) to enhance online teaching and learning.
Dr F. B. Narod (Principal Investigator) - MIE
A. Gungadeen - MIE
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S. Kawol - MIE
M. Cyparsade - MIE
J. Ramkurrun - MIE
Higher education institutions are increasingly laying emphasis on online delivery of courses.
Nevertheless, academics are often reluctant to
teach online, putting forward reasons like fear of
change and lack of expertise. This study
investigates the attitudes and perceptions of
academics pertaining to online teaching and
learning. The study is based on the first phase of
a research project being carried out at the
Mauritius Institute of Education. The sample
included academics in the TEI. Data was
collected through a web-based administered questionnaire and a mixed method was used for the
research. Statistical analysis was carried out using the software SPSS 11.5. Findings have revealed
that the majority of the respondents have a positive attitude towards online teaching and learning,
especially in terms of accessibility and time factor, and acknowledged that they would like to blend
online teaching with their face-to-face sessions.

Presentation by S. Purdassea
Strand: Teaching and Learning
Research project: Investigating trainee’s coping experience during the first year of the Teacher’s
Diploma Secondary programme.
S. Purdasseea (Principal Investigator) - MIE
Dr R. Nenduradu - MIE
Dr K. Angateeah - MIE
S. Thapermall-Ramasawmy - MIE
D. Ramroop - MIE
S. Jhugroo - MIE
C. Jahangeer - MIE
C. Li Luen Ching - MIE
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The purpose of the study was to explore first year
Teacher’s Diploma Secondary, (TDS (FT))
trainees’ coping experience, academic adjustment
and achievement. It can be a very stressful
experience for secondary school students to attend
university for the first time. While adjusting to
campus life, they are faced with a number of
challenges. Many TDS (FT) students are seen to
face difficulties coping with the course and underachieve in the end of semester examinations.
This study was conducted in two phases. During Phase 1, a quantitative approach was used
whereby the Student Adaptation to College Questionnaire (SACQ) was adapted for the local
context and administered for data related to the four aspects of adjustment to the programme,
namely: academic adjustment, social adjustment, personal-emotional adjustment and institutional
attachment. During Phase 2, a grounded theory methodology was used to analyse data from focus
group discussions. This project will help gain insight into the issues and challenges related to
coping with the courses offered at the MIE.

Presentation by S. Dhunnoo
Strand: Teaching and Learning
Research project: Adopting creativity in curriculum as an innovative tool towards Inclusive
Education in Mauritius.
S. Dhunnoo - MIE
This study investigates the scope of adopting creativity in the curriculum to enable inclusive
education in Mauritius. The quest for creativity starts from a theoretical perspective, and is also
inclusive of actual classroom data, which has been gathered through ethnographic research.
Careful study and analysis of data has revealed that creativity requires a combination of two
different approaches and it is not developed in a
vacuum. Students are most creative when they are
allowed to be original, divergent and expressive and
such approach views creativity as borne within a
discipline using a constructivist approach for
knowledge – based creativity. The findings reveal
that teaching for creativity requires the composite
responsibility of curriculum developers, teachers,
administrators and students. In the process, all
students were exposed to develop ongoing skills and specific knowledge related to subject
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disciplines but the individualized approach to learning is not neglected as each student re-creates
knowledge in divergent manners. The findings can also be extended to other teaching approaches
including, child-centered learning, discovery learning, problem-solving and computing.

Day 2 – Morning session - Session 2

Presentation by Dr. A. Ramful
Strand: Assessment
Research topic: Addressing under-achievement in Mathematics at Form III level through a
community practice approach.
Dr A Ramful (Lead Investigator) - MIE
Dr A. Bholoa - MIE
S. Thapermal-Ramasawmy - MIE
A. Salehmohamed - MIE
In this presentation, an empirically-based evidence to circumscribe underachievement in
Mathematics at Form III level was outlined. The challenges that the team faced in a short-term
intervention involving a cohort of 70 students, who were on the verge of failure, were discussed.
The community of practice approach that the team attempted to set into action to concert teachers’
effort encountered observable obstacles. Getting
teachers to leave their comfort zone and work as a
team remains a difficult task. At this stage of the
study, the team posited that curriculum space,
students’ monitoring mechanisms, and teachers’
commitment, as well as their pedagogical content
knowledge are central to addressing the problem of
underachievement. Despite the challenges, the
intervention has contributed to raising the pass rate
to 25%. The presentation also shared the products of the research, namely the resources produced,
in particular the ‘Yes Maths’ website that has been developed to support students as they learn
mathematics. Attempts to theorize the empirical findings are illustrated. Finally, a number of
implications related to curriculum and policy that the study suggests to support low-performing
schools, especially at this juncture of the educational reform, were highlighted.
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Presentation by G. Sandhaya
Strand: Assessment
Research project: Using Clickers for formative assessment in primary school: A case study.
G. Sandhaya (Principal Investigator) - MIE
W. Udhin - MIE

The use of Classroom Response Systems (CSR) or Audience Response Systems (ARS), more
commonly known as ‘clickers’, has generated consequent research about its different uses at
different levels in education for more than a decade. A quick examination of the literature shows
that the use of clickers can be traced back as far as the early 2000’s when researchers investigated
the use of clickers with Peer Instruction to support learning. Locally, however, such a tool is largely
unknown to educators and there is a dearth of
research in this field. This research therefore sets to
investigate the effectiveness of clickers in ‘formative
assessment’ in a primary school context, as viewed
from the theoretical framework of ‘e-assessment’.
Methodologically, a qualitative case study design is
proposed to gather data from classroom teachers and
students of 3 selected Primary schools’ as
respondents in their natural setting. Observation,
interviews as well as data from the clickers’ software will be used for triangulation. Anticipated
challenges in this research pertain to familiarizing the participants with the use of clickers, the high
ethical demands for accessing young participants and the different nature of data generated.

Presentation by Dr. Seema Goburdhun
Strand: Curriculum Development
Research project: Exploring the relevance of Social Sciences Teacher Education (PGCE)
programme in preparing effective educators.
Dr S. Goburdhun (Principal Investigator) - MIE
J. Ramsaha - MIE
This study explored the relevance of the Social Sciences teacher education programme offered by
the MIE in preparing secondary school educators to meet the challenges in their practice in the
wake of current curricular reforms. Drawing from earlier studies on effective Teacher Education
programmes, this qualitative case study has used two components that are critical in teacher
Page | 14

preparation, namely teacher’s knowledge of the subject and teacher’s skill, as a framework to
explore the phenomenon. Twenty Social
Studies educators across the island formed the
sample for the study. Desk analysis of the
PGCE Social Sciences handbook was
conducted to gain an understanding of
objectives of the different Social Sciences
didactics modules. The study used focus group
discussions as the main tool to gather in-depth
views of the participants. Preliminary findings
have shown that, although educators possess the
appropriate teaching skills they lack mastery in multi-disciplinary knowledge and this influences
their proficiency in classrooms. An analysis of the different modules of the Social Sciences
programme has shown a gap between the educators’ needs and the modules offered.

Presentation by Dr. Shameem Oozeerally
Strand: Teaching and learning
Research: Holism, globalism, reductionism: epistemological challenges in the conception of a
‘holistically-geared’ teacher-education programme.
Dr S. Oozeerally - MIE
H. Hookoomsing - MIE
V. Bizlall - MIE
In 2017, the Diploma Primary ‘Holistic
Education Programme’ (HEP) was introduced
in the educational sector. With a design and
implementation plan of approximately five
months, a task entrusted to the MIE, the
programme
relies
on
epistemological
underpinnings that can be considered as being
problematic. Vulgar definitions of holism tend
to converge towards the concept of “whole” as
the point of articulation, the etymology of holism being “holos” which means ‘whole’. This
contribution proposes to critically examine the notion of holism and the epistemological
difficulties encountered in the process of the conception of the Teacher’s Diploma Primary Holistic
Education (TDPHE) programme, through a reflexive discussion (as MIE academics involved in
the programme with respect to Co-ordinatorship). One of the issues which will be addressed
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focuses on the epistemological implications of operating a disjunction between HEP Educators
and GP Educators, with HEP Educators expected to teach non-core subjects, albeit with an
emphasis on how to invest these elements into the teaching of other subjects. We will also explore
an alternative paradigm which provides insights into how to move beyond the sterile reductionistholistic dichotomy: dialectical ecolinguistics.

Presentation by Dr. Seema Goburdhun
Strand: Curriculum Development
Research project: Teachers’ voice and subject experts’ involvement in curriculum change: A
blended approach to the development of Social & Modern Studies curriculum.
Dr S. Goburdhun (Principal Investigator) - MIE
J. Ramsaha - MIE
In Mauritius the educational sector is undergoing major changes. Consequently, this calls for a
reform in the curriculum that will be implemented in classrooms. This study has a three-fold aim:
(i) to document the process in the development of the
Social & Modern Studies (SMS) curriculum, where
both the ‘top-down’ and the ‘bottom-up’ approaches
were favoured, (ii) to look into the different ‘operative
roles’ of teachers during the developmental phase of
the curriculum and, finally, (iii) to reflect on the
challenges and opportunities of adopting such an
approach in the curriculum development process.
Teachers’ engagement in the SMS curriculum development process has been discussed within an
adapted version of the ‘Operative Roles’ framework which is based on the basic requirements in
terms of teachers’ roles and competencies. During the development phase, consultative meetings,
workshops and focus group discussions were carried out with subject experts and Social Studies
secondary school educators. An analysis of the process, using Bernstein’s model of discourse
levels, was also conducted in order to get a deeper insight into teachers’ involvement and
ownership. However, the implementation and the success of this approach in the development of
social and modern studies curriculum is still to be seen.
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Day 3 – Morning session – Session 1
Presentation by Dr. N. K. Betchoo
Strand: Assessment
Research: Adapting assessment methodology for Malagasy students at the Universitě des
Mascareignes.
Dr N. K. Betchoo - Université des Mascareignes

With an increase in the intake of foreign students at the Université des Mascareignes (UDM), there
are arguments for reviewing the assessment system in force at the university. It might be correct
to assume that universities have various forms of
assessment but these have to be tailored to the needs
of contemporary students. The research targeted
Malagasy and foreign students coming from the
African region who have different educational
backgrounds that differ from that of their Mauritian
counterparts which is embedded in formal
examinations. The fact that foreign students are now
an integral part of the university makes it a necessity
to review the assessment mode of the UDM. In view of this situation, the researcher claimed that
it might be possible to make assessment more flexible and adaptable to foreign students amid the
current examinations system in force at the UDM.

Presentation by Dr. S. Rout-Hoolash
Strand: Assessment
Research: Theorising group work as an assessment tool in Higher Education.
Strand: Assessment
Dr S. Rout-Hoolash - Middlesex University, Mauritius
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Contemporary higher education study inherently encompasses the concept of group work or
collaborative learning in their curricula. This paper made an attempt to present group project work
within modern-day teaching, learning and assessment theoretical frameworks.
By establishing group work as ‘troublesome
knowledge’ for many students, the presentation
served as a reminder to academic staff of the
challenges faced by students as they navigate through
this new learning environment. The researcher
challenged the assumptions we make about our
students’ understanding and familiarity with these
fundamental notions. The presentation used the
student voice as a powerful means of observing student perceptions of small group project work.
It is expected to benefit university staff as they prepare students for summative group work.

Presentation by Dr. S. K. Pudaruth
Strand: Teaching and Learning
Research: Teaching of Cultural Values for Enhancement of Life-Skills with Special Reference to
Music Education.
Dr S. K. Pudaruth - Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Moka
No cultural object is self-created or created in a vacuum. When a work of art, be it music or dance,
is created, articulated and performed, the creator/performer infuses her/his culture, that is, the sum
total of her/his knowledge, skills, beliefs,
experiences, attitudes, and traditions, in short, her/his
cultural values, into her/his creation/performance,
and these cultural values, in turn, characterize the
cultural worth of that work of art. Cultural values
inherent in music and dance, in all their hues and
textures, having universal acquiescence, can be of
great use to educate the learners of those art-forms
with a view to nurturing and consolidating those
qualities, mindsets and behaviours, which could make of them better, saner, more useful and
responsible members of the society and human beings. During the course of the presentation a
novel and proactive method based on an interdisciplinary approach of interpreting universal
cultural values in the field of music or dance were discussed. The novel method attempts to
consolidate knowledge and skills of the specific art form in the field of human values for enhancing
learners’ life skills.
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Presentation by Dr. Khemduth Singh Angateeah
The presentation springs from the completed MIE-funded research project entitled “Developing
ICT resources for the teaching and learning of vectors at ‘A’ Level”.
Dr K. Angateeah (Principal Investigator) - MIE
S. Thapermall-Ramasawmy - MIE
Every year, only around 54 % of the Cambridge A-level candidates manage to get at least a grade
C (above 50 % marks) in Mathematics. These figures show that students are encountering
difficulties in A-Level Mathematics. This trend was further confirmed from recent observations of
TDS trainees, at the MIE, and from previous experience with educators and students, with regard
to A-level Vectors. The aim of this research study
was to embed ICT in the teaching and learning of
A-level Vectors to fulfill good pedagogical
principles. The study was conducted in three phases
and used a qualitative approach. Initially, students’
learning difficulties and misconceptions in A-level
Vectors were diagnosed. A questionnaire of seven
questions, based on A-level Vectors, was developed
and administered to Trainees enrolled on the
Teacher Diploma Secondary (TDS) and Bachelor in Education (BEd) courses. The findings were
alarming, with most trainees being unable to work out problems on vectors and leaving many
questions attempted. During the second phase, concepts in vectors together with interactive tools
were developed and uploaded on a webpage to enhance the learning of Vectors at A-level. Finally,
during the third stage, Trainees provided feedback on the teaching and learning tools developed in
view of their evaluation followed by refinement. The evaluation of the tools was based on the two
main parts of the framework ‘evaluating ICT-based materials’ proposed by Pillay and Clarke
(2008). A second questionnaire, based on the framework, was developed and administered to
Trainees to evaluate the first part of the framework, namely the pedagogical principles that guided
the educational soundness of ICT-based tools. It was found that the tool developed met the
following criteria: learner focus, integrity, usability and accessibility. The second part of the
framework focused on the design, use and impact of the ICT-based tools. Once more, the tool
developed was found to meet the three criteria.
Day 3 – Morning session – Session 2
Presentation by Dr. Shameem Oozeerally
Strand: Teaching and Learning
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Research: Experiencing creative writing in Kreol Morisien: A hybrid perspective.
Dr S. Oozeerally - MIE
H. Hookoomsing - MIE
Since the Saussurean conception of language as a symbolic system used for human
communication, the epistemological foundations of language have evolved to more intersubjective
and integrative perspectives aiming to reinstate the human as the fulcrum of multidimensional
experiences mediated by language, which is fundamental in the construction of the self,
relationships with others, and with languages as well as with themselves. As a language activity,
creative writing fits in this epistemological conception of language as mediator of the relationships
with the self and others. Writing, therefore, is not seen as a neutral activity, but one which involves
the writer’s multifaceted being, multiple subject positions, social relations with others, and the
socio-cultural contexts in which these are
constructed. Others, here, do not exclusively refer to
humans but the broader environment in which one is
situated and (inter)connected. The authors’
reflection is anchored in the ‘alterlinguistique’
paradigm which is based on hermeneutics and
constructivism, allowing for the seamless integration
of literary analysis – as this method is founded on a
hermeneutic approach to texts. Combining a literary
analysis method with methodological reasoning from case study and auto-ethnography, this
research aims to explore the language ‘expérienciation’ [how would you define your ‘self ’] with
respect to using Kreol Morisien for creative writing. The scope of this research also presents
avenues for exploring implications on teacher training with regard to creative writing pedagogy
and the use of creative expression in language learning.

Presentation by S. Gunness and S. Chaverny
Strand: Teaching and Learning
Research: A case of transformative learning: Driving bullying out of schools in Mauritius through
a student-produced e-book.
S. Gunness - University of Mauritius
S. Chaverny - Ministry of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific
Research
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Bullying is taking unprecedented proportions in schools around the world and, in Mauritius, a 2009
WHO report indicated that 43% of students took part in physical fights and that 27% students had
been attacked by their classmates in the previous year. The aim of this study was to investigate the
concept of Bildung as a pedagogical and philosophical framework for the integration of
technology-enhanced learning activities in the classroom. The use of video sessions, talks, creation
of masks and concept cartoons to include in an e-book provide learner-centered approaches to
increase the awareness and engagement of children
about the harms of bullying. The e-book creation
allowed the learners to themselves provide solutions
to counteract bullying in schools. This study has
provided an instance of how having a more holistic
approach through affective, cognitive and
psychomotor knowledge domains within a Bildung
framework can provide more effective uses for
technology enhanced learning. The researchers
adopted a transformative learning technique as a pedagogical approach to deal with the issue of
Bullying. A video was played and illustrated children’s understanding of bullying and their
experiences of it.

Presentation by S. Beebeejaun-Roojee
Strand: Teaching and Learning
Research: Revamping practice- Breaking free from the rote culture: An action research.
S. Beebeejaun Roojee - MIE
N. Congo Pootaren - MIE
This presentation highlighted the way in which two educators moved out of their comfort zones to
revamp their practice. Unhappy with the routine
which had stealthily crept into their practice, the
need for this introspection was felt. Thus a cooperative action research approach was selected as
its emphasis was upon practice, collaboration,
reflection and interpretation. Data was collected
through observation, interviews and memos, and
analysed using the four different types of reflection
namely descriptive, perceptive, receptive and critical. Constructivist and investigative teaching
and learning strategies were used whereby students had to locate and manage information, develop
reasonable answers and provide justifications. The findings revealed that, in order not to fall into
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the same torpor and break free from the rote culture, educators should open avenues for students
to shoulder the responsibility for their learning as a result of their own thinking, thereby making
teaching and learning an enjoyable process for both the teacher and the learner.

Presentation by N. Akaloo
Strand: Methodological Issues in Educational Research
Research: Ethical perspective in the leadership practices of a rector: A case study.
N. Akaloo - Université des Mascareignes
Prof. S. Robinson - Leeds Beckett University, U.K
Prof. Y. Ramma - MIE

The study highlighted the fact that our secondary schools were increasingly operating in a
challenging environment where ethical issues form part of the Rectors’ daily routine of work.
These new sets of ethical demands influence and
challenge Rectors in their practice of leadership. The
presentation offered insights into the phenomenon
through a case study conducted in one secondary
school in Mauritius with the aim of investigating the
ethical perspectives faced by a Rector to understand
how ethics are dealt with using existing ethical
paradigms in qualitative research. Data was gathered
using ontological questions addressing the nature of
the participant’s realities during semi-structured face-to-face interviews and transcribed for data
mining. The first cycle coding used detailed line-by-line Initial Coding employing In Vivo Coding
and Process Coding. This led to the identification of themes necessary for the exploration of
interpretive ethical meanings.

Presentation by M. S. Sohawonand collaborators
Strand: Curriculum Development
Research: Leading Changes in the wake of the Nine-Year Educational Reform – The way forward
for Private Secondary Schools in Mauritius.
M. S. Sohawon - MIE
R. S. Jahangeer
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M. Etwaroo
S. Bungoraz
N. Hurloll
Y. Juggessur
N. Rhugoo

Mauritius is on its way to a major reform in the field of education,
the Nine-Year Schooling, and, like all reforms, the very
foundation is in a perpetual seething stage. In his famous book –
“Leading in a Culture of Change” - Michael Fullan (2001) talks
about Heads of Schools as Leaders of Change. This research paper
was carried out by the PGDELM students of the 2016-2017
cohort, who are aspiring Heads of Schools. The research
methodology was a survey and the research method used was
qualitative. Interview was used to collect data and each researcher
interviewed at least seven Heads of Schools. The responses
gathered were treated under these themes – Socio-Emotional,
Financial, Administrative, Pedagogical, Infrastructural, Health
and Wellness and Continuous professional Development (CPD)
and they varied from fear of intake, academies and regional schools, change in the management of
schools and school culture, new curriculum amongst others.

Day 3 – Morning session – Workshop
Qualitative Data Analysis using NVivo Software

In this half-day workshop facilitated by Dr A. Bholoa, colleagues were introduced to the NVivo11
Pro software. This was a hands-on workshop
during which participants had the opportunity to
develop competencies and skills in using the
software in dealing with qualitative data
(interviews, focus groups, field notes, and
documents, visual and audio data) and also in the
use of the NVivo for managing and coding data.
The session consisted of demonstrations from the
trainer’s own NVivo project. Individual help and
guidance were provided. Thus participants had the
opportunity to:
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Set-up an NVivo project (import, categorize and manage data);
Make basic analysis features of NVivo (e.g. coding to Nodes, memoing, text query);
Use audio-coding as an alternative to text-based coding of transcripts.
The interactive workshop was attended by 25 participants from MIE, University of Mauritius,
MGI and Universite des Mascareignes. Certificates of participation were handed to participants
by the Director.
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