Abstract
Drawing from the literature on research paradigm (Gemignani, 2011; Foss & Moldanaes, 2007;
Levin and Ravn, 2007 and, Øyum, 2006), the ‘engaged scholar’ or ‘engaged researcher’ is described
as one who convinces the research participants that the world is socially constructed and can be
changed by themselves. An important contribution of the researcher is ‘to make the participants
aware of and confident in their role of constructing and reconstructing the world’ (Foss and
Molanaes, 2007: 26). In 2010, when I enrolled for my doctoral studies my motivation was twofold,
namely to inform my public advocacy of Kreol Morisien (KM) and create an awareness of the
significance of KM amongst heads of schools, teachers and parents in the schools where I
conducted my fieldwork.
(Excerpt from Harmon’s PhD Thesis, Chp.1, 2014).
In March 2015, the University of the Western Cape awarded the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy to Jimmy Desiré Harmon for his research work on heritage language and
identity construction, following his critical ethnographic study on Kreol Morisien.
For this public seminar, he will discuss the epistemology and ontology of the
‘engaged scholar’ or ‘engaged researcher’, while also sharing how he prepared
himself to enter the field as an engaged scholar/researcher.
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